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Civil society calls for 

‘rights-based approach’ at 

Chingwizi 

‘Zimbabweans struggling despite independence,’ 

says civil society 

 

ZIMBABWEANS are struggling to give meaning to independ-

ence due to the myriad challenges they face everyday, civil 

society has said. 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Chairperson Dewa 

Mavhinga said on the eve of the 34th anniversary of inde-

pendence that Zimbabweans were beset with many challeng-

es in their day-to-day lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“In the face of a virtually collapsed economy, mas-

sive unemployment, and rampant corruption, ordi-

nary Zimbabweans are struggling to give meaning 

to independence celebrations,” said Mavhinga. 

“The Zanu-Pf government has failed to restore the 

core values of national independence.  

“For the vast majority of Zimbabweans, the words 

independence, sovereignty, and freedom are cliques, 

they ring hollow. 

“They are empty because most people still live in 

abject poverty and daily face harassment and viola-

tion of their human rights.” 

 

This year’s Independence Day comes as the country grapples 

with high unemployment among the youths, industrial clo-

sures and deflationary pressures on the economy, which 

threatens to perpetuate over a decade of economic challeng-

es starting in the late 1990’s. 

 

Women’s Coalition Chairperson, Virginia Muwanigwa, said 

women celebrated few victories such as the new constitu-

tion, but they continued to yearn for more strides in terms of 

gender equality. 

“We celebrate as women of Zimbabwe the gains we 

have had particularly through the constitution some 

of the laws that promote gender equality,” said Mu-

wanigwa. 

“We continue to pray with each passing year after 

independence that gender equality becomes a reali-

ty in practice for women, men, boys and girls. 

“What we celebrate particularly through the new 

constitution is that we are now full citizens through 

the new constitution.” 

‘Zimbabweans struggling 

despite independence,’ 

says civil society 

Dewa Mavhinga 
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Women may have been the foremost beneficiaries of the past decades of independence after several laws, including the new 

Constitution (Amendment 20) were passed to enhance their status both in the domestic and public space. 

 

However, they have had to contend with lack of behavioural change to support the new laws with things such as domestic 

violence and rape still high, as well  as exclusion in decision making. 

 

In recent months, women’s groups have been particularly angry with the government after President Robert Mugabe appoint-

ed a 26-member cabinet with only three women despite the constitution stipulating that there should be parity.  

Civil society calls for ‘rights-based approach’ at Chingwizi 

CIVIL society has called on the Minister of Local Government, Public Works and Housing Dr. Ignatious Chombo to stop 

“harassing” victims of the Tokwe-Mukosi floods, who are housed at Chingwizi camp. 

 

This comes after the Minister on April 10 accompanied by a ministerial committee visited the sprawling camp of tents supplied 

by humanitarian organisations and reportedly urged the internally displaced people to vacate to new plots.  

 

 He said they should agree to start building shelter without government disbursing $US 8.9 million it owes them, or they would 

not be given food. 

  

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Chairperson Dewa Mavhinga said 

this week that the government official should be “sensitive”. 

“Chombo as a representative of government should be sensi-

tive to the plight of the displaced people currently housed at 

Chingwizi camp, instead of harassing these victims of the 

national disaster,” he said. 

 

“He should urge government to adopt a rights-based ap-

proach to ensure that they provide adequate alternative 

housing, land and compensation to support their livelihoods. 

“It is only an uncaring and insensitive government that will 

insult people in such circumstances.” 

 

The internally displaced people are reportedly refusing to vacate the camp after also initially refusing to vacate their homes in 

the Tokwe-Mukosi flood basin, before they were uprooted by floods in early February, because the government owes them $ 

8.9 million for relocation purposes. 

 

While reporting on the Minister’s visit to the camp with a ministerial committee, The Herald of April 12 suggested that the 

camp residents were refusing to leave the camp because they were feeling “comfortable” with getting food handouts. 

“This [the order by Chombo] was after revelations that some of the flood victims were now comfortable in the camp 

where they get free food handouts,” the paper reported. 

 

Minister Ignatius Chombo 
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Chombo is also reported to have said: “Why should we continue to provide food to families who insist on staying in the camp 

when their plots to build permanent structures are ready?  

“We should make it clear that food assistance will only be given to those families who agree to move to their perma-

nent plots because, we need to de-congest Chingwizi temporary camp.’’  

 

The families had their crops washed away by water in Tokwe-Mukosi in early February, just before they were ripe for har-

vesting. 

 

Mavhinga said that civil society should scale up efforts to pressure the government to meet the needs of the flood victims.  

“It is important that civil society takes up its role of pressing government for transparency and accountability with re-

gards to the needs of the people at Chingwizi. 

 

“Civil society should collectively investigate and expose government failings at Chingwizi camp and demand corrective 

action to ensure there are no rights violations for the concerned people,” he said. 

 

Mavhinga dismissed state media insinuations last week that it was the duty of civil society to cater for the camp residents. 

“This is first and foremost the domain of the government and therefore the failings are exclusively those of the govern-

ment in this regard,” said Mavhinga.  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


